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Soviet Concern Over Bangladesh 


The Soviets are concerned about the shaky in- 
ternal situation in Bangladesh, particularly the . 25X14 
emergence of political forces they think sympathi.z:: 7 


with Peking. 


the interna 
situation in Bangladesh ha eteriorated significantly 


since the release of political prisoners jailed wnder 
former President Mujib. pointed 25X1 
to members of the National Socialist Party JSD), 


who he alleged are "very pro-Peking." He accused 
the extreme leftists of the JSD of exacerbating 
tensions in the army through the creation of /"ravo~ 
lutionary committees." Despite his concern ove: the 
"influence of Maoist elements, ' 'L_|mainta‘ned 25X1 
that the recent coups and countercoups were inspired 

by "personal rivalries" and were not the result of 

instigation by outside forces. 


expressed concern about the fate of 
Soviet specialists in Bangladesh. Mosccw has 
experienced some difficulty in contacting Soviet 
nationals in the south. Several Soviet geolngists 
working in the area between Dacca and Chitts.jong 
have not been heard from since November 8. 


eer oss positive comments about former 
Presider,.c Mushtaque whzs he said seemed to :e 
"operating behind the scenes" to overcome internal 
chacs. [speculated that Mushtaque would 
very probably be heard from soon. The Soviet press 
was muted on Mushtiaque at the time of his takeover, 


buc clearly he is beginning to look better in compari- 
son to other Bangladesh leaders. 


expressed dismay over the extent 
of anti-Indian and anti-Soviet. sentiments which have 
surfaced during the troubles. He said Indian inter- 
vention was not likely, but he would not be drawn 
out on the guestion of whether India might intervene 
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under such circumstances as a massive influx of 
refugeas. 


25X1 . 


Soviet reporting in recent weeks has implied 
support for a more active Indian policy toward 
Bangladesh. Pravda commentator Veniamin Shurgin 
wrote Sunday that left-wing extremist ‘yroups have 
stepped up their activities in promoting anti-Indian 
and anti-Soviet feeling through the use of Maoist 
slogans. He stated that if these forces were not 
rebuffed, the "democratic gains" of Bangladesh wouid 
be endangered. Jzvestta also carried two articles 
last week highly critical of the regime's failure to 
halt the activities of right-wing clerical and 
left-wing Maoist factions. 


This coverage did not accord with India's own 
more circumspect treatment of Bangiadesh, but in 
recent days New Delhi has been coming around to a 
more negative view cf events there. 


Despite Moscow's strong propaganda line, of- 


ficial Soviet policy has undergone little change 5X1 
since the cous.[___—_—tloscow will 
continue to trade with and provide some economic 


assistance to Dacca, although 25X14 
these efforts are insignificant an liiuitic ne 
country's enormous problems. 25X1 
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Czechoslovakia: Choosing Sides! 


The party daily Rude Pravo last Friday added 
anew fillip to Prague's continuing attack on Maoism 
by asserting that it is the duty of the entire commu- 
nist movement to take sides against Peking. 


Two signed commentaries set the tone of the 

. unusual full-page assault by describing Peking's 
foreign policy as fomenting tensions and opposing 
detente. The catalog of Chinese sins includes 
breaking ranks with the revolutionary movement and 
becoming a “factual ally of imperialism," thus 
maling the problem of Maoism the “concern of all 
peoples." The attack is punctuated with photos 
of the Chinese ambassador in Santiago engaging in 
friendly conversation with Chilean strong man Pinochet 
and of Mao shaking hands with Franz-Josef Strauss. 


The centerpiece of the article consists of 
56 quotations from more than 50 communist parties, 
all of which support the thesis that the anti- 
Maoist controversy is not merely between the So- 
viets and Chinese, but between the Chinese and the 
entire communist movement. The leaders quoted 
range from Brezhnev and Husak to an unidentified 
representative of the Communist Party of Lesotho. 


The attack came on the heels of the deadlocked 
preparatory session of the European Communist 
Party Conference (FRCPC) and may have been intended 
in part to isolate the more independent-minded 
participants. The Yugoslav, Romanian, Spanish, 
San Marino, Swiss, Greek, Cypriot, and Irish were 
conspicuously absent from Rude Pravo's list. Their 
insistence that anti-Chinese polemics have no place 
at an ECPC has been one of the obstacles to con- 
vening the conference. A quote from Italian party 
leader Berlinguer is given pride of place, ap- 
parently in order to give the impression that 
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Italian communists have resolutely taken sicies 5X4 
against the Chinese. This, however, appears a gross 

misrepresentation of the Italian party's position, 
and could well draw answering fire. 
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Food Shortages in Romania 


ol Although the regime has been generally successful 
in its efforts to inc“ease food supplies, major 

’ shortages persist, particularly inareas hit by 

the disastrous floods last July. Rumors of discon- 
tent and in some cases violence are continuing to 

make the rounds. 


The foliowing account from a resident of Cluj, 
Romania's third largest city, is an example of reports 
os reaching the US embassy in Bucharest. 


There is still almost no food available 
in the market. More and more people are 
adopting life style of eating in canteens 
rather than wasting time standing in lines 
to buy high-priced, fourth-rate produce. 
My friend knew of no recent public demon~ 
strations. He related a story about a riot 
in a shopping center on the outskirts of 
Cluj which occurred 3-4 weeks ago. People 

had been standing in line from 3:00 a.m. 

i to buy oil. When the store opened at 7:00 

i a.m. the manager announced he had only 24 

pottles available for sale. The crowd be- 
came furious, surged into the store, and 
started smashing up the premises. When 
the manager began to fight back, the crowd 
turned on him. He was rescued by the po- 
lice and taken to a hospital. He died 
four hours later. According to my friend 
this event was cevered in a local Cluj 
newspaper. 


A second outburst took place at another 

: housing development 48 hours later. Four 
policemen, seriously injured, were carted 
off to the hospital before the crowd could 
be brought under control. 
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Cluj is predominantly Hungarian, and its 
residents have long claimed that Bucharest discrimi- 
nates against them. Indeed, a frequent complaint 
has been the lack of consumer goods and foodstuffs 
compared to other parts of the country. This normal 
discontent has undoubtedly heightened since the 


floods. We still cannot confirm stories from other ‘ 
areas of violence and death related to food short- 
ages. 
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Hot Bulgaria and Romania Undersell 
Fertilizer Competitors 


Bulgaria and Romania are upsetting fertilizer 25X14 
exporters by offering nitrogen fertilizer at prices 
: lower than those charged by international fertilizer 
cartel members. 


25X1 


ae Both Romania and Bulgaria have significantly 
increased capacity for nitrogen fertilizer production 
A in recent years. Romanian nitrogen fertilizer out- 
put in 1974 was 50 percent higher than in 1970. Al- 
though Bulgarian production in 1974 did not reach 
the peak of 1970, output in 1975 should be 11 per- 
cent higher than in 1970. 


Fertilizer use in these countries is low in re- 
lation to other East European countries and has 

. . fallen short of the plan in recent years. In 1974 
al consumption of nitrogen fertilizer in Bulgaria in- 
creased only 2 percent over the 1971 level and in 
Romania increased only 1l percent. Although Bul- 
garia and Romania could use more nitrogen fertilizer, 
large hard currency debts, particularly in the case 
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Of Romania ($2.9 biljion at the end of 1974), have 
induced them to give priority to exports. In 1974 
the two countries exported about 710,000 tons of 
nitrogen fertilizer (nutrient), about 9 percent of 
total world exports. 


A steady gain in world fertilizer production 
and massive resistance of consumers to high ferti- 
lizer prices have caused world fertilizer prices to 
fall. If Bulgaria and Romania make nitrogen ferti- 
lizer avai able at very low prices, the world price 
could be depressed even further. 
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